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UNIT 
1 

HANDOUT 
______ Reading the Periodic Table 

 
Objective: Know how to read the periodic table. 
 
The elements on the periodic table contain useful information 
 On each element of the periodic table is a lot of information. Label the 
diagram below with the parts you need to know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Atomic Number: the number of _________________ in the atom’s nucleus. 
Element Symbol: the symbol the element receives (used in shorthand) 
Element name: um, this is pretty self-explanatory. 
Atomic Mass: the __________ of ___________________________. 
 
Try It Out 
Complete the table below. 
 

Element Atomic Number Atomic Mass 

Oxygen   

Silicon   

Magnesium   

 
  

31	
  
	
  

Ga	
  
Gallium	
  

	
  
69.72	
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The periodic table is arranged by similarit ies in the elements. 
 By the mid-1800s about 60 elements were known. Today, _____ elements 
have been discovered (although element 117 was recently discovered, it must 
still go under a review process). In 1869, Dmititri Mendeleev made a table 
based on the element’s _______________________. As important as this first 
step was, some of the elements were misplaced. In order for the table to be 
periodic (or appearing at regular intervals), the elements needed to be placed in 
groups on how they ______________. 
 The table was later changed based on the element’s ______________ 
_________________ (the number of ____________). When this was done, it 
fixed some of the problems in Mendeleev’s table. 
 
Parts of the table have specific names 
Label the parts of the table below. 
 


