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UNIT 

4 
HANDOUT 
_______ 

Physical and Chemical Change Sort Activity 

 
Purpose: To see what we think physical and chemical changes are. 
 
Predict. 

1. What is a physical change? ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is a chemical change? ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Instructions. In the envelope are 15 pictures that represent a physical or chemical change. 
You also have two title cards. Place the pictures that represent physical changes under the 
physical change title. Do the same for chemical changes under the chemical change title. 
When you complete your sort, write down your answers in the spaces below. Not all the 
spaces may be used for each column. 
 

 
Explain. Use your data above to complete the statements below. 

1. ________________________________ is an example of a physical change because  

____________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________ is an example of a chemical change because  

____________________________________________________________________ 
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STOP! Do not complete the following section until told to do so. 

Reflect 

1. What is the class definition of a physical change? 

 

2. What is the class definition of a chemical change? 

 

Instructions 
Repeat the sorting activity again knowing the new definition for chemical and physical 
changes. For each item below, list if it is a physical or chemical change and why you believe 
it is a physical or chemical change. 
 
Event Physical or 

Chemical? 
How do you know? 

Ice cube melting Physical  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


